
Saltwater Classics
(#20 in a Series)

by Frank Pintauro and Ed Poore

Charlie Cinto: 
Breaking the Sound Barrier

Forever caught in the moment. The 73-pound replica reaching for the blue and white
GOO GOO EYES swimmer. Charlie always regretted not asking CaptainFrank for

the original lure. I wonder if it sits anonymously in someone'scollection today or was
lost for all time to a Cuttyhunk rip?

Is anything more challenging than trying to catch a
50-pound bass?  They say for every 5,000 bass you
catch, one might go over the magical 50 mark!
Catch a 60-pounder and you’ve accomplished an
even rarer feat!  Catch a 70-pounder and you’ve bro-

ken the sound barrier!

On June 16th, 1967, Charlie Cinto joined an elite group
of fishermen when he caught a 73-pound bass on a
blue/white No. 20 Goo Goo Eyes “Big Daddy” swimmer.
He is one of the few men to break the 70-pound mark on
rod and reel.  Our roving reporter, Peter O’Neill, had an
opportunity to talk to Charlie about everything from the
“good old days” of fishing the Big Ditch in the late 40s to

prepping eel-skin rigs to that magical night on
Cuttyhunk’s famed Sow and Pig’s Reef. 

We are happy to say that at 78 years young Charlie is
still going strong and still catching Bass. His place in
Striper History is preserved for all time. Here is Peter
O'Neill's interview with the legendary Charlie Cinto:

PO: So I just interviewed Jack Woolner and he said to
please give his regards.

CC: How old is Jack now?
PO: He’s 86…we’ve also interviewed Bob Pond and

Stan Gibbs.
CC: Gee I’m going to be 78 in about a month. We’re
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Charlie, the fish, and a 
GOO GOO EYES #20
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A display of some of the lures, flies, 
and jigs that Charlie makes in hisworkshop.

old timers now.  So you talked to Jack.  Frank is gone isn’t
he?

PO: Yes, he died years ago.  Jack is the last of the four
brothers. Jack was the guy who made the famous
Woolner plug, made eel-skins, poppers, and a folding lip
plug. 

CC: Let me show you my workshop.  I have a bunch
of stuff I’m making right now.  

PO: I bought some of those plugs at the show last win-
ter.

CC: Yeah. I’ve caught lots of fish on them.  I don’t real-
ly sell them to stores and don’t do any advertising but
lots of my friends use them.  They’re 2.5 ounces and cast
like a bullet. I made them for the Big Ditch.

fished a lot with Charlie Murat.  Never fished with Floyd
Roman.  

PO: Where were you born and raised?
CC: I was born in 1929 in Walpole, Massachusetts.  My

father died when I was three and my mother remarried.
I was brought up on a farm on South Street in South 
Foxboro.  

PO: When did you start fishing?
CC: I started in the 40s. My two uncles, Harold and

Phil, got me started.  Fished fresh water and salt water in
the Cape Cod Canal. I remember walking along the bank.
Boy, when I saw those two bass that’s all it took to get me
hooked. So this year will be 62 years since I started fishing.

PO: Tell me about your first 50!

PO: Yeah, nice. They’re Floyd Roman like. Sort of a
Nike or little sizzler.

CC: And I make a slider also, sort of like a Pencil
Popper. 

PO: Oh it's almost like a Canal Special?
CC: Yes, oh yeah.  I make a little of everything.
PO: Amazing!
CC: Well, when I started fishing in the 40s, we did not

have much in the way of plugs. We’d get Creek Chubs
and drill them and pour lead into them so they would
cast better.  

PO: Squidders, canepoles and squidding line, right?
CC: Yup. That’s how I started.  Used old Calcuttas.

We’d buy a bunch of it – male and female cane. The males
had smaller holes and were stronger.  They’d hold up bet-
ter.  Those were the good old days.

PO: Well you have lures everywhere. Atoms. Gibbs.
How well did you know those guys?

CC: I fished with Stan.  We were pretty good friends,
and I knew Bob Pond but never fished with him; and I

CC: I caught it in the Canal.  I was around 16 or 17 and
I won the Fisherman’s Friends Contest; and Gadabout
Gaddis, who was working with Shakespeare at the time,
gave me the award.

PO: How many 50s have you caught?
CC: I’ve caught a few but let’s not get into numbers.
PO: Which lures were you the most successful with?
CC: Well my first 50-pounder was caught on an eel-

skin rig in the Canal. I did well with the reverse atom and
junior atom also.

PO: Did you use an eel-skin on those plugs?
CC: No, but I had other plugs that I had skins on that

I used. 
PO: Freeze or salt them?
CC: I used to salt them in Kosher salt in the jar. Got

some out in my workshop right now. 
PO: How do you think today’s lures compare to those

of the 40s and 50s? 
CC: Some of the old plugs that were used would still

work today.  But you go into a store today and it never
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The picture is fuzzy but priceless as a teenage Charlie poses with his first
50-pounder caught in the Cape Cod Canal.

It was a sign of things to come.
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This shot gives us a real sense of the fish's length....and the
size of that mouth sure helps us understand Russ Keane's

comment after he gaffed the fish that he was 
"looking down the Holland tunnel."

The crew that made history: Gaffer Russ Keane,
Charlie, and Captain Frank Sabatowski of the charter

boat "June Bug."

used to be that way.  There are so many to choose from. 
PO: Aside from your world record 73-pound bass, can

you tell us about any other memorable experiences?
CC: Well the 50-pounder in the Canal on an eel-skin,

especially when you realize the rugged terrain you gotta
put up with there. Another was the blitz at Nauset. I
wasthe only person on the beach fishing, and I had this
great blitz right in front of me. 

PO: We know about the big one that did not get away.
Did you ever hook some big ones that did get away?

CC: One time we were fishing worms from a tin boat
on light tackle.  I think it was 10 or 20-pound test.  And
we were dragging these worms in the sand down by the

Ladders and I hooked a fish and fought him for
45 minutes to an hour and lost him.  Light tackle, what

could you do but play him, right? All I got back was a 
piece of his lip.  But we’ve also lost some big fish at
Cuttyhunk; but I can’t say that it was a 50, 60 or even 70
because even a 35-pounder feels like you got a m o n -
ster on in those rips.

PO: What do you see as the biggest differences in fish-
ing today vs. the early days?

CC: Well, just going back 40 years I can remember
going out to the rips to fish, and there would be three or

Charlie loves to hunt as much as fish. After he shot the
moose, the grizzly showed up and wanted to help himself to
some fresh meat. When the grizzly got too close for comfort,

Charlie let him have it. Now the grizzly resides
in the Cinto living room.
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Every room in Charlie's home is filled with memorabilia 
representing a lifetime of fishing.
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Charlie always has a bunch of projects going in his workshop.

Charlie poses with fan Jilian O'Neill and a replica of the great fish at the 
2006 Winter Mass. Bass Show.

Charlie at his home with a replica of 
the 73-pound bass.

four boats. Now you go out to Devil’s Bridge or Quick’s
Hole and there might be 100 boats…it looks like a flea
market! So the pressure is more intense, but its much eas-
ier today for a guy to outfit a boat or a buggy to go fish-
ing.  In our day it was a real chore rigging it up. 

PO: What does the future hold for today’s fishermen?
CC: Doesn’t look good. We’ve lost the herring, and

we’re about to lose the eels next year.  Beaches are closing
and you need two hundred and three hundred dollar 
permits to fish this beach or that beach. In my day if I
wanted to fish the Canal or Nauset or P-Town, you just
went out fishing – you can’t do that today. 

PO: How did catching a world record 73-pound fish
impact your life?

CC: It never did.
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“On the Water”  made Charlie its’ advertising
icon for their inaugural Striper Cup Derby.
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PO: It never impacted your life?
CC: Nope.  Same old thing, baby.  My friends are more

important to me than any fish I ever caught. 
PO: Did you fish in the Schaefer Derby at all?
CC: Oh, sure. For years and years. Oh I bet I had four

or five 50-pounder pins.  I gave them all away and lost a
bunch with all the moving around I’ve done.  I also gave
Johnny (historian for Mass Bass Association) the 73-
pound plaque back.  It’s a historical thing you know.  I
fished in a lot of other different derbies, too. I’ve won
some weeklies and dailies in the Martha’s Vineyard
Derby – also won some Canal derbies, too.

PO: Well, its great to see ON THE WATER has recruit-
ed you for the new derby they are doing – you’re sort of
their advertising icon!

CC: Well I’m real friendly with those guys.  Chris
Megan, Gene Bourque, Jay Baver, and Neal Larsson have
a good thing going.

PO: Well, let’s talk about Cuttyhunk and that 73-
pound fish you caught!

CC: I caught that fish with Captian Frank Sabatowski
on his boat THE JUNE BUG. We fishedCuttyhunk a lot.  I
liked to fish with Charlie Haag on the STRAD, also.  
Both of them were personal friends and we’d fish with
them at the same times.  My buddy Russ Keane would
book Frank, and I would book Charlie.  Frank knew 
I was fishing with Charlie, but Charlie did not know I
was fishing with Frank.  I hate to think what Charlie
would have thought – probably that I was telling Frank 

all his secrets!  It’s too bad they’re both gone now. 
PO: Russ gaffed the fish, right?
CC: Yes he did!  I’ll never forget it.  After he gaffed it,

he turned to Frank and said “Frank, come give me a
hand, I’m looking down the Holland Tunnel over here”
–and you know what?  He was!

PO: You almost did not weigh the fish in that night, I
heard?

CC: Bob Smith weighed that fish in.  He was the offi-
cial weight master at Cuttyhunk. We had fished all
night…Devil’s Bridge, Quick’s Hole, and then in between
tides we ran into Cuttyhunk to tie up and get a few hours
sleep.  At 2 or 3 o’clock we went out to fish the Pigs.  We
ended at daybreak, and we were going to head back to
New Bedford where Frank kept the boat.  But before we
left, Frank said let’s not forget that fish in the box. I’m
already happy because all my life I wanted to catch a 60-
pounder, and I could tell the fish was at least that. So
Frank went back over to Cuttyhunk to weigh it in – we
pulled in and Bob just happened to be there.  Frank said:
“Bob, we have one we want you to weigh!”

PO: Charlie, thanks for sitting with us. It would be
great if we could get you to sit with us saltwater guys at
Lang’s this spring.

CC: Thanks Peter.

(Readers wishing to contact Frank Pintauro may do
so by calling 516-741-7044 or by emailing masterlure@
aol.com.)
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THE FISH DECOY COMPANY

19 DAYTON ST  � CLIFTON, OH 45316  � 937-767-8151    
email: fishdecoyco@woh.rr.com   �� Website: fishdecoyco.com
(Located seven miles south of Springfield, OH on State Route 72, just minutes from I70)

Open year round,
Monday – Saturday.

Hours 11:00am to 5:00pm
(or by appointment) 

Visit a real working decoy
shop that features 

hundreds of vintage fish
decoys, spears, ice fishing
equipment, duck decoys,

prints, paintings and
fishing tackle. There’s
something for every 
collector, novice to

advanced.

While you’re here, talk with
artist/proprietor Steve Robbins

about his work, finding the
decoys you’re looking for or
about restoration work on

decoys you own.

Nautilus Frog, Original by S. Robbins 

Bluegill, Original by S. Robbins
Rainbow Trout Plaque, Original by S. Robbins

Brook Trout Plaque, Original by S. Robbins 
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