
ourteen years ago, Ed Poore had the foresight to do
a 90-minute interview with Bob Pond, the man
who created ATOM plugs, the lures that are
responsible for catching more 40, 50 and even 60-

pound bass than any other single lure. Pond, founder of
STRIPERS UNLIMITED, has spent a lifetime fishing for
and studying the striper along the East Coast. The fol-
lowing are excerpts from that interview focusing on the
early years and his marketing efforts.  Enjoy.

Ed Poore: It’s November 15, 1990 at the ATOM
Manufacturing Co. in Attleboro, Mass. with Bob Pond.

Bob Pond: Well, the wooden plugs were first.  And
they started in ’45.  We actually made them in ’44 and
when the atom bomb was dropped we already had them
on the market.

Poore: Oh.  They were already being sold.
Pond: They were on the market.  We had made 400

bodies and started turning them into plugs.  And it was
that bunch that got the name for the plug, they got the
name ATOM.  Because at the time the atom bomb was
dropped the plug was being used.  But we had it with no
name for a year.  So we made them in ’44 as prototypes
and started to market them. Made them over the winter
of ’44-45 and marketed them in ’45 for the first time

Poore: The first year they just came in plain white
boxes with no markings?

Pond: The first year they were wrapped in newspa-
per with no box, no name.
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Bob Pond on a visit to Cape Cod in 1995, proudly holding a wooden
ATOM Lure from his Attleboro factory.

Four ATOMS. Top: A first- year wooden ATOM with hand-cut
metal lip. Note the simple paint job with no outer clearcoat. 
Pond estimated a run of about 400 of these during his first-year 
production. Second: A subsequent early production model with a
slightly more sophisticated paint job and factory stamped metal lip.  
Third: The larger of the two sizes of the junior wooden ATOMS.
Bottom: Small sized Jr. ATOM.  Sold in a small box that was a tight
fit for this lure. Both Jr. ATOM sizes are quite rare and highly prized
in collections since very few were made.
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Poore: No stamp on the lip?
Pond: No, we actually cut our own lips out and made

our own.  And they were all crude.  On the first ones, we
actually cut the big plates out by hand.

Poore: Wow!
Pond: We worked over here at what is now Texas

Instruments.  But it was Metals and Controls back in the
40s when we started.  And they rolled metal for the jew-
elry industry, and so we would pick up scrap metal and
use that to make the lips with.  We worked for them, you
know, for a good many years, right up through till we
made the plastic plugs.

Poore: So, if someone found one and it had no stamp
and no mark on the lip or no mark on the body…?

Pond: The lip would be rough but it would be one of
the originals.

Poore: Okay.
Pond: Here is a first wooden prototype model.  We

only made two of those.
Poore: Is that right?
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Pond: Yeah, just two; and then if you lose one, you
still got one.  See how the lip is cut out?

Poore: Oh yeah.  When were they marked on the
lips?

Pond: I don’t think we had a patent on the first 400.

The ATOM Black Box, produced by the Mason Box Company,
was made for one year only and housed some of the earliest plastic
ATOM 40’s.

One of the earliest ATOM advertisements featuring the wooden
ATOM and heralding the move to plastic.

Skunk ATOM Lures.  Very limited production lure with solid
white belly makes these ATOM 52’s fun to “color collect.”

ATOM 51’s. A variety of painted ATOM 51’s used on some of the
early plastic swimmers.
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We didn’t have anything. But the original ones.  That
first 400, if you ever found any of those, it would be a
swivel mounted hook, not open-eye; and it would be cut.  

Poore: That’s interesting….  But at some point in time
the lips became bent or reinforced on the edges.

Pond: We only did that with the 40, the plastic.  The
wood never got that; we never did that with wood. We
did that when we went into the plastic; we were more
automated then.  And we had  better and better stamp-
ing and bending equipment.  So we got where we’d
stamp into the steel –  The ATOM Manufactur-ing
Company, out of Attleboro, Massachusetts.

Poore: But the earliest ones were just ink stamped on
the lip.

Pond: Yeah, just ink stamped.  We didn’t get the
patent till the second – or started on the patent until the
second year.  The first 400 didn’t have any –  we never
thought of a patent.  But then Cap, Albie Sherer, came up
with CAP’N BILL. Bill Chasen and Charlie Sherer, they
owned Red Top Bait Company.  And they were the very
first ones who wanted our plug to sell retail, and so we
went to them and made a deal.  And we were also selling
direct to individual fisherman. We didn’t know anything
about retailing.

Poore: Oh, yeah.
Pond: We lived in a trailer park in Buzzards Bay.

People would come up and buy the plugs. We actually
turned some plugs and made some plugs right when we
were there in the trailer park.  That was back in ’45.

Poore: Who came up with the name?
Pond: The name was developed by Charlie Sherer

and Bill Chasen.  They went out one time fishing and got
so many fish on our lure, they said, “This has gotta be an
atom bomb.” And that’s how the name evolved.

Poore: Oh, I see.
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A rare ATOM 54 plastic Jr. Popper shown with advertisement.  
This style plastic Popper also came in a larger size.

Glass-Eyed ATOM. This is the Holy Grail for all ATOM collectors. A Wooden ATOM with glass eyes, advertised in 1947 only.
There are just a handful of these known, in any condition.  (Thanks to Marty McGovern for use of his lure.) 

Old advertising color chart featuring the short-lived and
rare Three-Pack.
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Pond: But, of course, even Albie Sherer used the
name ATOM for a while. The two names were both filed
for by each of us, and I finally got the name when Albie
died.  Albie was always the guy who was pushing us all
the time. He was pushing us to do better. Always coming
at us with CAP’N BILL’s line of stuff.  

Poore: So all the wooden ATOMS were called Striper
ATOMS.

Pond: Yeah, they were called Striper ATOM. They
didn’t have any numbers or anything. They were just a
Striper ATOM, and they had no numbers. And 40
became the number for the plastic, the first plastic plug.
And it was made in ’49.  My best recollection would be
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that ’49 was when we came out with the first plastic one.
Poore: Tell us about the plastic.
Pond: Everybody was making out on plugs at that

time.   It became generic.  RUSSO in New York was mak-
ing ATOM plugs also and they were all calling them
ATOM plugs.  So, in order to shake the pack that was now
doing what we were doing, we decided to go plastic.

Poore: Yeah.
Pond: And that started about ’49.  By ’49 we knew we

had to get a, you know, away from this wood turning if
were going to stay in the business.

Poore: Yeah
Pond: So by going to plastic we lost out for a little bit

ATOM Kill-Lure.  This little oddity features a painted lead body
coated with a cellulose acetate baked on and then coated in a
tough clear plastic.  Produced for only one year.

Stinkey ATOM Lures. These came in two different box styles and
were sold with or without the eel skin already positioned on the

lure. Included were hooks, scent bottle, and scent dopper.

ATOM 40 in
both Swimmer
and Reverse
configurations.
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would do, we would do it
for that year. We would get
Mason Box Company up
here, and they did our
boxes. And it’s the only
people that ever made our
boxes. Or you know, as
long as we made boxes, I
think Mason Boxes did
them.

Poore: Yeah. Did you
have a problem marketing
your lures outside of
Massachusetts?

Pond: Bob Linton, a
charter boat captain in
Rhode Island, started to
use them; and once he
started to use them, then
they began to progress
along, close to Rhode
Island. Then we got
Johnny Kronuch, in
Montauk, N.Y.  And at that
time, that’s where we ran
into the RUSSO wooden
plug. And we had our, at
that time, we had our plas-
tic plug, too. We went
down to Montauk. I fished
with Johnny. And I had the
plastic plug. He was pretty
much set against using
plastic; he was a very tradi-
tional fisherman – a good

fisherman, but very traditional. And he liked the old
wooden plugs much better.

Poore: Yeah
Pond: And so he wouldn’t take RUSSO’s plug off the

shelves and put ours on. But I happened to go fishing
with him one night with the plastic plug. And I just beat
the pants off him. So, you know, it was one of those
things. I just did really well. We hadn’t been able to sell
plugs in the New York market. But we’d sold some to the
New York jobbers, but they hadn’t moved them on to the
retail.  They were just a glut on the market down there.
But, we had it going.  

I stayed with the fish migration and I wanted to go
right down and see where all these stripers went on the
way down to the Chesapeake.  But then I called back to
see how things were going. And they said, “Will you
please come back here?  We’re inundated with orders.”
And of course we can’t get this stuff out.  Because I was
gone there was no stuff being turned, and nothing was
happening.  

So, what had happened? Johnny Kronuch had gone in
and bought every single plastic plug he could get his
hands on, anywhere, anybody, at the low cost. He took
them off their hands, you know, figuring he was doing
them a big favor by removing these things from their
dead inventory. And then he broke the story through the
writers cause he knew all the outdoor writers in New
York. And, good God, he was getting maybe six, seven,

because people didn’t like
plastics, and wood was
still the preferred way of
making a lure. But then
they began to see the
advantages of the plastic
which had the same
weight with the same
action but didn’t absorb
water.

Poore: You know, in all
the ATOMS that I have,
I’ve never found a glass-
eyed one yet.

Pond: I made that just
for one very short period
of time. I don’t know how
long, not long.

Poore: This plug,
maybe one season?

Pond: Oh, maybe one
season, that was all
because by ’48 we’d gone
in - ’48 or ’49 – we’re going
to plastic. See, we’d made
up our mind. We couldn’t
put an eye in that. So I
guess that’s when we
decided not to do it in the
wood since we weren’t
going to do it in the plastic.

Poore: And let’s see.
You used different paint
jobs on the Junior
ATOMS…

Pond: All our painting, again, was done by hand. I
mean, we did this all. We would spray; we would dip the
plug in a clear material. It sort of turned orange over time.
It was clear when we started. And then we would spray
a powder into the clear. We just did it with air.  And so
you could make any design you wanted. And then when
it dried the color was right into the undercoat. You never
put a top coat on it; just one coat was all we did.

Poore: So the paint jobs were all different – not by
design but just by whoever happened to be painting
them and added their own little flair to it.

Pond: Yeah, right.  By whoever was doing it.  It was-
n’t sophisticated, I’ll tell you.

Poore: The Kill-Lure is interesting.
Pond: Very short life.
Poore: That didn’t get fish too well, I guess.
Pond: No, the only time it caught fish was when it was

laying on the bottom and no one was moving it, when the
fish would come over and pick it up. (That was a joke).
That just evolved. But we wanted to make a lure that
looked like a fish.  And it had a lot of action but never
became a factor. Just never became a factor. And very few
were made because it didn’t sell very well. A few hun-
dred only ever reached the market.

Poore: So how did the Black Box come about? Was
that a special…?

Pond: Well, no, it should have been. Whatever we did,
that would be a year’s run, you know.  Whatever we
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Spin ATOM display card made for the new spinning market.  
These came in a variety of colors.
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eight dollars apiece. He didn’t care what the price was.
So, he did very well. He cleaned up.  

And then of course, then we came back, and now all
of a sudden we had a huge market in the South which
we’d never had before. But ninety percent of our plugs
used to be sold in Cape Cod. Even if they were sold in
New York, they’d come back in to the retailers out of
New York.

Poore: Oh boy! How about the Stinkey ATOM. Was
that a one-year?

Pond: Arnold Laine. That was Arnold Laine and his
scent. And we did that for maybe three or four years.
About three or four years. Yeah.

Poore: So that was –  it had an eel skin over the plugs
and…

Pond: Some, some yes, some no.
Poore: Oh, really?
Pond: We did some with the eel skin, some without.
Poore: I’ve only seen one other Stinkey ATOM, and it

was in the original broad flat box. It was eel skin packed
in salt with the hooks not yet attached.

Pond: Yeah, right.
Poore: And the separate scent bottle?
Pond: Well, the Stinkey ATOM was made both ways,

with skin and without. And that lasted, well, it was
when fishing began to get really tough.

Poore: Yeah.  So from ’55-’60 for the Stinkies?
Pond: Yeah. I was, uh, Arnold Laine was just doing

fabulously with scented eels and stuff like that.  He had
this scent he had developed. And the fellows who had
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left the canal and gone down and were fishing Race
Point.  And that was when the big, big fish were caught
at Race Point and down that way. That’s when they were
huge. There was a world’s record set.

Poore: Yeah. Did the Stinkey ATOM sell well?
Pond: For a while, yes. But it was such a mess, you

know. And it didn’t last well on the shelves.  And every-
body was complaining their house stunk. And we got
out of it, in and out.

Poore: Yeah. So that the production years would have
been kind of low on the number end.

Pond: Yeah.  Very few.
Poore: What about the Reverse ATOM?
Pond: They came about because we were using these

as “sketch plugs” to break our thumbs in for casting in
the spring of the year.  We’d take the faceplate and hooks
off, hook our line to the eye, and just go out and practice
casting in the field. It’s just standard. Well, one guy
down at the Cape was doing this with one of these plugs.
He was using it just for a test plug to cast with.  And it
had all the hooks off it.  And he started to get the thing
knocked all over the place by big bass. He ran back,
grabbed some hooks and put them on. Frank Woolner
was there, and all the real Cape Cod regulars witnessed
it!  We didn’t know about it until the guy came back to us
and said, “Can you make these?” And we said, “Yeah!
Sure.” �

Readers wishing to contact the writer may do so by
calling 516-741-7044 or by emailing– masterlure@aol.com

saltwater  12/16/04  12:34 PM  Page 7


	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17

